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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, March 23, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

 Trustee Peter Grunthal 

Trustee David Squirrell 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer  

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

  Absent:    

 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to keep in their hearts and minds everyone who 

is ill due to this horrific coronavirus.  Mayor Picinich also asked that everyone keep in mind 

those who work in healthcare, our first responders, and all those essential workers putting 

themselves in harm’s way to ensure that the rest of us can be safe and healthy.  Tonight’s 

meeting is operating with physical distance using video conferencing to ensure that we all 

remain safe.  We are all present and in accordance with State law to conduct business.   

Mayor Picinich wanted to take some time to speak on the current situation of things.  

It would be a complete understatement to say that this is a challenging time for all of us; 

we are in the midst of a healthcare crisis which has in turn created an economic crisis.  The 

Governor has asked all New Yorkers to pause for the next fourteen (14) days.  What that 

specifically means is that all non-essential workers should work from home; all should be 

limiting their excursions into the public to purchasing necessities and solitary or family 
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outdoor exercise.  The objective of this is to slow down the spread of the virus so as not to 

overwhelm our healthcare system.  As of today, here in the Village, we have ten (10) 

confirmed cases and the situation is rapidly evolving.  We anticipate that number will rise.  

The Governor has repeatedly shared that we all need to have perspective on this situation.  

It is true that approximately 80% will actually contract the virus.  Currently, in New York 

State approximately 13% of those who test positive are hospitalized.  The people who are 

most at risk are seniors, those who have underlying conditions, and those who are immune 

compromised.  Here in Village Hall our government continues to function; we are delivering 

all of our services on a modified schedule and are serving as a conduit for information for 

decision making happening at the State and County Levels.  We are working with the 

Westchester County Police Department in order to enforce the executive orders that have 

been put in place by the Governor and also County Executive.   Mayor Picinich wanted to 

make sure that residents are aware of resources that are available.  We have been 

providing a daily update on our website and Facebook page.  We also added a give help and 

get help guide to provide resources for residents that can benefit from that.    

Mayor Picinich also wanted to let residents know that the staff at the Fox Senior 

Center are keeping in touch with about three hundred fifty (350) seniors daily to make sure 

that they are ok and have things they need.  They are still delivering meals to those who 

are home bound or who used the senior center for meals.  The Recreation Department has 

also recorded some activities that are being shown on our cable channel and Vimeo page.  

1)     Communications:  

a. Kisco Run request- Sunday, September 13, 2020 

  A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to approve the request to hold the Kisco 5k on Sunday, September 13, 2020; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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b. Annual Fire Inspection – Friday, July 10, 2020 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to approve the Volunteer Fire Department’s request to hold its Annual Fire Inspection on 

Friday, July, 10, 2020; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

2)     Petitions: None. 

3)     Board Committee and Commission Reports:  

 
4)     Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Water Report 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that the Leonard Park Wells have been off and were 

not used during the entire month of February.  Total production for the month was a little 

more than 28,000,000 gallons which results in a daily average of approximately 971,000 

gallons a day.  This is slightly less than January’s average of approximately 984,000 gallons 

per day.  Byram Lake was at 100% capacity at the beginning and end of the month. 

  

b. Right of Way Regulations 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that he has brought forth to the Village Board, working 

with the Village Engineer and having been reviewed by the Village Attorney, new rules and 

regulations for all work done in the Village Right-of-Way in accordance with Chapter 93 of 

the Code of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco that have been implemented and promulgated.  

The new regulations are comprehensive and strengthen restoration measures, provide 

specifications for all types of restoration, establish requirements for curb to curb restoration, 

and provides rules and regulations for utility poles in the Village Right-of-Way.  These rules 

and regulations enable the Village to ensure that our roads, sidewalks, curbs, and 

infrastructure within the Village Right-of-Way are restored to Village standards when work is 

performed by outside agencies, utilities and their contractors.    

 

c. Budget Presentation 2020-2021  

Mayor Picinich began by saying that we are in an interesting time right now in that 

we have changes in the economy and as a result many of the residents may wonder why we 

are doing this budget.  She wanted residents to understand that New York State Law 

requires Villages to adopt their budgets no later than May 1st.  So we have deadlines that 

we are following in order to be able to adopt the budget in a timely manner.  She continued 

to say that our budget is a projection using past budgets, past actuals, and our capital plan 

to make assumptions on next year’s budget.  There is a large stream of revenue that is 

sales tax that will be impacted in some way and we have no idea how that will be impacted 
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at this time.  We are making our best estimate on this with the information we have 

available to us at this time.  Mayor Picinich reiterated that the Village is in a strong financial 

position, so much so that we have chosen to take on debt to undertake certain projects.  If 

we have to scale that back; we can and will.   

 

Village Manager Edward W. Brancati presented the following: 
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5)     Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that social distancing is a crucial precaution 

during this health emergency.  Please stay at home and please hunker down.  Go outside 

for solitary exercise or with a family member; do not go to a hospital or testing site if you 

are experiencing symptoms of the virus.  Call your healthcare provider first and wait for 

instructions.  Deputy Mayor Farber also advised residents to be aware of phone scams and 

robo calls for a company claiming to send you a Coronavirus test kit if you provide your 

social security number.  There are currently NO FDA approved tests available through the 
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mail.  This is a scam.  Please do your homework when it comes to donations when it comes 

to charity or crowd funding sites.  She ended by thanking all the first responders, nurses, 

police, and all other essential staff keeping us safe during this critical time.  

Trustee Schleimer began by saying it is a time where we all have to work together.  So 

many things are going on and she wanted to give some information on what New York State 

is doing.  This information is curtesy of Assemblywoman Sandy Galef.  New York State is 

freezing the payments of student and medical debt for at least thirty (30) days.  The State 

has also implemented a ninety (90) day mortgage relief period for partial postponement for 

those in financial hardship and a ninety (90) day moratorium on commercial and residential 

evictions.  The deadline for filing your income taxes has been moved to July 15th.  Trustee 

Schleimer continued to say that some grocery stores have implemented senior hours so that 

they can shop safely.  All DMV offices are temporarily closed however a lot of transactions 

can be completed online.  Trustee Schleimer also advised residents who were not registered 

to vote that they could still register by April 3rd to be able to vote in the Presidential 

primary.  Trustee Schleimer ended by saying that we are all going through similar times, we 

are all home and worried; perhaps we can take this time to check on someone, a neighbor 

and stick together.  If you have the ability to help or volunteer it could go a long way at this 

time.   

County Executive George Latimer joined the meeting and began by saying that the 

overall numbers are daunting; statewide there are 20,875 cases that was reported this 

morning by Governor Cuomo and 2,894 cases in Westchester County.  For some 

perspective, three weeks ago we had our first case.  Two weeks ago, we had 380 cases; in 

two weeks we went from one to 380 and then from 380 to 2,894 cases.  Testing positive for 

this does not mean sick in the hospital and severely ill, but it does mean that they are 

trying to fight the virus.  Approximately 80% of us will be able to do that based on the 

strength of our antibodies, but 20% will get severely sick and hospitalized.  Westchester 

County has allocated control of the County Center to the State to set up a temporary 

hospital for this healthcare concern.  The County has been able to set up two remote testing 

sites for people to drive up to.  The County also has in home testing with the State 

Department of Health.  Westchester County has tested more people per capita than 

anywhere else in the state which means you get a lot of positive results, but you also get a 

lot of negatives.  People that test negative can still contract the virus since they have not 

been exposed to it which is why we have to do all we can to follow the protocols issued.  

The Bee Line Bus System is currently giving free rides to maintain the health of the drivers.  

Currently, all the parks in Westchester County are open to give people options for fresh air.  
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The playgrounds are closed due to a lack of availability to sanitize after every use.   He 

continued to say that the County is aware of small businesses having issues staying open or 

retaining employees, but there are some resources available to them for assistance.  They 

are also looking for any retired healthcare professionals who may want to volunteer their 

time and talents during this time as well as any donations of ventilators or other medical 

supplies.  There is a County hotline and email for anyone who has questions or concerns.   

Trustee Squirrell began by reiterating what the others have already said.  He wanted 

to personally thank those who are still delivering meals and checking in on our seniors.  

They do this on a regular basis, but he is really happy of the work and dedication to this 

population in our town.  

Trustee Grunthal wanted to wish everyone good health and to stay safe.  

Mayor Picinich stated that she has been and will continue to be a conduit for 

information for the residents here in the Village.  

 

6)     Old Business:  
 

 
 

7)     New Business: 

a. Accept 2019 Audit Report 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to accept the Audit Report for the fiscal year ended May 31, 2019 as submitted to 

the Board; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

b. Tax Settlement- VTMK vs Beta Trimar 

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to accept the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, petitions have been filed by the property owner below, challenging real 

property tax assessments on the Town and Village assessment rolls with respect to the 

following parcels: 

Property Owner Tax Designation Years 

Beta Trimar,LLC 80.63-2-3 2017 - 2019 (Town)  

   2017 - 2019 (Village) 
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WHEREAS, petitioner's court challenge is now pending in the Supreme Court, Westchester 

County; and  

WHEREAS, the Village and the property owner have reached a mutually agreeable 

resolution;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Office of the Village Attorney is authorized to 

execute a settlement on behalf of the Town for assessments for no less than the following:  

Village Proceedings: 

Assessment Year Original        Proposed Settlement  Reduction 

2017  $375,000        $238,380   $136,620 

2018  $375,000        $244,850   $130,150 

2019  $375,000        $240,000   $135,000 

 

Town Proceedings: 

Assessment Year Original        Proposed Settlement  Reduction 

2017  $660,000        $500,250   $159,750 

2018  $660,000        $479,965   $180,035 

2019  $500,000        $478,240   $21,760 

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

c. Authorize Project Labor Agreement (PLA) for Firehouse Construction 

 There was some discussion amongst the Trustees.  Trustee Schleimer noted 

that she did not have enough time to review the agreement in full and would abstain from 

this vote.  

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to authorize the use of a Project Labor Agreement (PLA) for the Firehouse 

Construction after reviewing the Due Diligence Impact Study dated March 4, 2020 that was 

performed for this project; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Abstain 
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   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

 

 

8)     Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to pay the bills as submitted on March 19, 2020 for the months of February and March 2020 

as follows:  

General Fund    $ 196,366.91 

Water Fund     $ 308,887.16 

Sewer Fund     $ 66,958.29 

Library Fund    $    8,362.22 

Capital Fund     $ 802,273.66 

Trust Fund     $   3,151.00 

   TOTAL   $ 1,385,969.24 

 

All in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 
 

9)     Minutes:  

 
a. VB Minutes- 2.24.2020 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to accept the meeting minutes for February 24, 2020 as submitted; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. VB Minutes – 3.2.2020 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 

accept the meeting minutes for March 2, 2020 as submitted; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee David Squirrell Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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10)     Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11)     Public Comment: -  Call in# 914-420-0383 

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 9:05 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

 

 


